The Functions of Adjectives and Adjective Phrases in English

Adjective Function Study Sheet

Adjectives and adjective phrases perform four grammatical functions in the English language:

1.
Adjective phrase head

Definition: head of an adjective phrase

Example: rather fond of linguistics
2.
Noun phrase modifier

Definition: word, phrase, or clause that modifies or describes a noun or noun phrase
Example: Finals week results in stressful days for students.
3.
Subject complement

Definition: word, phrase, or clause that follows a copular verb and describes the subject

Example: Christmas cookies smell delicious.
4.
Object complement

Definition: word, phrase, or clause that follows and describes the direct object
Example: We voted her entry most original.
