The Four Rules for Adding –ing with English Verbs

Be sure to check the articles for full details of using each rules, and especially for the exceptions to each rule.

Rule 1: Drop the E

Verbs ending in -e (which is usually silent) lose this letter before adding -ing.

Examples
· write: The student is writing his essay tonight.

· take: She said she was taking the dog for a walk.

· close: When is closing time?

· concede: I think the wrestler is conceding defeat.

· prune: Your father is pruning the roses.
Rule 2: Drop the IE

Verbs ending in -ie
With these verbs, drop the -ie, replace it with -y and add -ing.

Examples
· die: He is thought to be dying of a broken heart.

· lie: She was lying about her unfinished homework.

· tie: You're tying up that parcel too tightly.
Rule 3: Add a K

Verbs ending in -c 
These verbs add the letter k before the -ing ending.

Examples
· picnic: There are many people picnicking in the park.

· traffic: A special unit was set up to combat the trafficking of drugs.
· panic: Calm down! Panicking won't help.



Rule 4: Doubling the Consonant

Verbs ending in consonant + vowel + consonant

These verbs double the final consonant before the –ing ending. 
Examples
· run: We’re running out of time!

· hop: She’s hopping  on one leg.

· ship: The marines are shipping out next week.
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